VIOLENCE   DISPOSES   OF   CONSCIENCE

requirements had been fulfilled. Now the Basle authori-
ties had no other choice than to initiate a prosecution.
Calvin and company had secured their aim; Castellio
must sit on the penitent's form.

Surely it would be easy for Castellio to defend him-
self against the aforesaid accusations? In excess of zeal,
Bodenstein had charged him with such contradictory
offences that the absurdity of the indictment was mani-
fest. Besides, every one in Basle knew Castellio's life to be
blameless. The upshot was that the accused was not,
as Servetus had been, promptly arrested, loaded with
chains, gaoled, and maltreated, but, as a professor in the
university, summoned before the senate to answer the
charges.

He declared (as was true) that his accuser Bodenstein
was a man of straw, and insisted that Calvin and de B&ze;
being the real instigators of the prosecution, ought to
appear in person. "Since I am attacked with so much
venom, I earnestly beg you to give me an opportunity of
defending myself. If Calvin and de Beze are acting in
good faith, let them come into court and prove that I
have committed the offences with which they charge me.
If they believe themselves to have acted rightly, they
have no reason to dread the tribunal of Basle, since they
made no ado about attacking me before the whole
world. ... I know my accusers to be influential, but
God, likewise, is mighty, and He judges without distinc-
tion of persons. I am aware that I am an obscure indivi-
dual, lowly placed and comparatively unknown; but
God keeps watch over the lowly, and will demand atone-
ment if their blood should be unjustly shed. I acknow-
ledge the jurisdiction of the court, and declare that if I
am guilty of any of the things with which I am charged,
my head ought to answer for it."
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